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RESEARCH REPORT – THOMAS STANLEY GORDON 
 

PREPARED BY:  <Redacted – Note: this sample report has been supplied by an AAGRA accredited 

genealogist; therefore, all copyright protections apply.  If you wish to share or re-produce the report 

or findings in the report then attribution applies, please advise AAGRA who will have the author 

contact you to give the relevant information and permissions.> 

DATE:  September 2025 

CLIENT: (redacted) 

CLIENT BRIEF: Genealogical research for Thomas Stanley Gordon. The client has requested a copy of 

Thomas Stanley Gordon’s birth certificate. The client has also requested confirmation of Thomas 

Stanley Gordon’s father’s name and his mother’s name. If time permits, additional information about 

Thomas Stanley Gordon’s life would be appreciated. 

OBJECTIVE:  
1) To locate the birth record of Thomas Stanley Gordon (who married Vera Howell at South 

Australia on 27 October 1920). 
2) To confirm Thomas Stanley Gordon’s father’s name  
3) To find Thomas Stanley Gordon’s mother’s name  
4) To find further details about Thomas Stanley Gordon’s life if possible 

 
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM CLIENT  

1) South Australian Birth Registration of Betty Nelly Gordon born 1923, states her father was 

Thomas Stanley Gordon and her mother was Vera Howell.   

2) South Australian Marriage Registration of Thomas Stanley Gordon and Vera Howell states 

they were married on 27 October 1920, St Cuthberts Church Prospect.   

3) South Australian Death Certificate of Thomas Stanley Gordon died 20 March 1958. 

RESEARCH ANALYSIS: 

Thomas was recorded as 32 on his marriage certificate in 1920, so he was born about 1888. He was 

living in South Australia at time of his marriage and possibly at the time of the birth of his child in 

1923. When he married, Thomas stated his father was Edwin Gordon. No mother’s name was listed. 

Thomas was recorded as 69 years on his death certificate, so he was born about 1889, consistent 

with the marriage information. No parents or spouse names were listed. His place of death was 

Colonel Lights Gardens, South Australia. 

Thomas Stanley Gordon 

All searches were undertaken using full name (with middle name), and with given name and 

surname. Common nicknames and abbreviations of names were also searched. 
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Genealogy SA was searched for a transcription of the birth registration and for a newspaper birth 

index record of Thomas Stanley Gordon – Result: no records located.1 

Trove, National Library of Australia (NLA) digitised newspapers, was searched to check for a birth 

notice for Thomas – Result: no record found.2 

Trove was searched to see if a marriage notice was published for Thomas Stanley Gordon and Vera 

Howlett – Result: no record located.  

Trove was searched for other articles. 

An article was located in the News 

(Adelaide), 11 December 1929.3 This 

was an article regarding a divorce for 

Thomas and Vera. In this era, someone 

had to be found at fault for a divorce to 

be granted: it wasn’t possible to cite ‘no 

fault’ in divorce proceedings until the 

Family Law Act of 1975.   

Genealogy SA was searched to see if Thomas 

Stanley Gordon married again. A transcribed 

marriage record was located for Thomas 

Stanley Gordon and Kathleen Florence 

Murphy dated 6 July 1932 at Scots Church, 

North Terrace, Adelaide.4 Thomas was 

recorded as divorced and Kathleen as single. 

Thomas listed his father as Edwin Victor 

Gordon. The middle name, Victor, was new 

information. Thomas was recorded as 43-

years-old, so he was born about 1889 

(consistent with other documents). His 

mother’s name was not recorded. 

Genealogy SA cannot be searched for children 

of Thomas and Kathleen as their birth years 

are within the restricted 100-year period 

privacy laws. 

  

 
1 Genealogy SA, online-database-search - https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-database-search  
2 National Library of Australia, TROVE, https://trove.nla.gov.au/  
3 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Thomas Stanley Gordon, News (Adelaide), 11 December 1929, p.10. 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article130260479  
4 Genealogy SA, Marriage Registrations Database, Thomas Stanley Gordon and Kathleen Murphy, 6 July 1932, 
Book/Page 333/6. 

 

Figure 1: Article reporting on the divorce of Thomas Stanley 
Gordon and Vera Gordon. (Source: Trove - News (Adelaide), 11 
December 1929, p.10) 

 

 

Figure 2: Transcribed marriage record for Thomas 
Stanley Gordon and Kathleen Florence Murphy, 6 July 
1932. (Source: Genealogy SA.) 

 

https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-database-search
https://trove.nla.gov.au/
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article130260479
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‘Find A Grave’, a collection of gravesite records, was searched to see if there was a record for 

Thomas Stanley Gordon. A photo of the headstone of T.S. Gordon was located at Centennial Park 

Cemetery. The memorial plaque states he was the father of two children, Betty and Geoffrey.5 It is 

known that Betty was the daughter of Thomas and Vera (client supplied birth certificate). It appears 

that Geoffrey was born after September 1925 as a registration was not located during the search for 

children above. Based on 

the laws mentioned 

previously searches for 

births in the birth, death 

and marriages registries are 

restricted for 100 years to 

protect privacy. Geoffrey 

may be a child of either 

Vera or Kathleen. The 

plaque for Thomas Stanley 

Gordon indicates military 

service as it has the Rising 

Sun and it was recorded 

that he was a Staff Sergeant 

with service number 968. 

(Note: all parties on the 

headstone are now 

deceased). 

National Archives of Australia (NAA) was searched for the military record for Thomas Stanley 

Gordon. A WWI military record for Thomas Stanley Gordon, service number 968, was located.6 He 

served during WWI and was wounded at Gallipoli. Upon recovery, he served for the remainder of 

the war. His total service was 4 years and 197 days; he was abroad 4 years and 74 days. He was 

awarded the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. A copy of the service file 

can be viewed or downloaded at: 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcod

e=4787550&isAv=N .  

The service record lists his 

wife as E.M. Gordon. In the 

file he states, ‘I stopped my 

allotment to E.M.Gordon, 

who was then my wife’. An 

allotment was a deduction 

from a soldier’s wages, going 

 
5 ‘Find A Grave’, photo contributed by Faithe Jones, Memorial plaque of Thomas Stanley Gordon at Centennial 
Park Cemetery - https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/151190628/thomas-stanley-gordon  
6 National Archives of Australia, Thomas Stanley Gordon, 1914-1920, Series B2455 - 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=4787550
&isAv=N  

 

Figure 3: Memorial Plaque at Centennial Park Cemetery for Staff Sergeant T.S. 
Gordon.  (Source: ‘Find A Grave’ website, photo taken by Faithe Jones) 

 

 

Figure 4: Excerpt of letter written by Thomas Stanley Gordon located on his WWI 
military file.  (Source: National Archives of Australia). 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=4787550&isAv=N
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=4787550&isAv=N
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/151190628/thomas-stanley-gordon
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=4787550&isAv=N
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=4787550&isAv=N


4 
 

to their dependants. He states 

that she had sent him letters that 

had resulted in him making 

enquiries about whether he could 

obtain a divorce in Australia, while 

still in England, or whether he 

needed to return. E.M. Gordon 

was not one of the marriages 

located to date. Thomas stated he 

was single on his marriage record 

to Vera Howell. 

Also in the military file, there is an 

‘Allotment of Pay’ form stating 

that Thomas Stanley Gordon 

changed his allotment to his 

mother who is listed as ‘Jennie 

Gandy’. This is new information; 

we now have a mother’s name to 

follow up. Her address was listed 

as 41 Lucan Road, Aigburth, Liverpool, England. 

Genealogy SA was searched for an earlier marriage 

for Thomas Stanley Gordon. One was located to 

Ella Mary Smith on 10 September 1914 in Unley, 

South Australia.7 (His military records stated E.M. 

Gordon, so this matches known information). On 

this marriage record, Thomas stated his father’s 

name was Thomas Stanley Gordon, though he 

recorded Edwin Gordon and Edwin Victor Gordon 

on his other two marriage records. His age was 

recorded as 25 years, so he was born about 1889, 

which also matches the other marriage records. 

The service number on the headstone matches the 

service number on the military report that 

recording his wife as E.M. Gordon. 

  

 

 

 

 
7 Genealogy SA, Marriage Registrations Database, Thomas Stanley Gordon and Ella Mary Smith, 10 September 
1914, Book/Page 260/737. 

 

Figure 5: Allotment of Pay form from Stanley Thoams Gordon’s WWI 
military file, where the allotment lists Stanley's mothers name as Jennie 
Gandy. (Source: National Archives of Australia). 

 

 

Figure 6: Transcribed marriage record for Thomas 
Stanley Gordon and Ella Mary Smith, 10 
September 1914 (Source: Genealogy SA) 

 

 



5 
 

Trove was searched for a marriage notice and/or divorce article. The following articles were located 

leading up to the divorce between Thomas Stanley Gordon and Ella Mary Gordon (nee Smith). 

Further articles were located about the divorce: 

Daily Herald, 27 May 19148 (left) & The Register (Adelaide), 14 September 19149 (left). The first 

article is a few months before the marriage: Thomas had been accepted into the clerical branch of 

the railways. This is the earliest known record of Thomas in Australia. The second article is his 

farewell, when leaving for WWI service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Railway Examinations, Daily Herald (Adelaide), 27 May 1914, p.3.  
9 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Civil Servants, The Register (Adelaide), 14 September 1914, p.5.  

 

Figure 7: Article reporting Thomas Stanley 
Gordon passing his Clerical Railway 
Examinations. (Source: Trove – Daily Herald, 
27 May 1914, p.3) 

 

 

Figure 8: Article reporting a farewell for Thomas Stanley Gordon 
leaving for WWI service.  (Source: Trove – The Register 
(Adelaide), 14 September 1914, p.5). 
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The Express and Telegraph, 25 March 191510 

(on the right), Chronicle (Adelaide) 15 May 

1915 (below) & Chronicle (Adelaide)11, 22 May 

191512 (bottom). The article was sent for 

publication in the paper by Thomas’s wife, Ella 

Gordon (nee Smith), sharing a verse that he 

had sent to her while overseas during WWI. 

The article and photo below were published in 

the Chronicle a couple of months later 

(possibly following the news that he had been 

wounded at Gallipoli). 

 

(Virtual War Memorial Australia was searched and 

located some other photos that can be viewed online - 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/121392 ) 

 
10 National Library of Australia, TROVE, The Women’s Message, The Express & Telegraph, 25 March 1915, p.4. 
11 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Bugler T. S. Gordon, Chronicle (Adelaide), 15 May 1915, p44. 
12 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Bugler T.S. Gordon, Chronicle (Adelaide), 22 May 1915, p.44. 

 

Figure 11: Poem sent by Thomas Stanley Gordon while 
away during WWI service to wife Ella Gordon (nee Smith), 
who then sent it to the newspaper for publication. 
(Source: Trove – The Express & Telegraph, 25 March 1915, 
p.4). 

 
 

Figure 9: Photo of Bugler T.S. Gordon.  
(Source: Trove – Chronicle (Adelaide), 22 May 
1914, p.44). 

 

 

Figure 10: Article giving a brief summary of his life. 
Chronicle (Adelaide), 15 May 1915. 

 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/121392
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The Express and Telegraph, 30 June 1915.13 This letter was from Thomas Stanley Gordon to a friend 

in Adelaide. It describes his experience in Turkey. 

 

 
13 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Letters from the front, The Express and Telegraph, 30 June 1915, p4. 

 

Figure 12: A letter from Thomas Stanley Gordon to a friend in Adelaide that was published in the newspapers 
describing his experience.  (Source: Trove – The Express and Telegraph, 30 June 1915, p.4). 
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The Advertiser, 3 July 1919.14  This 

article reports the divorce of Thomas 

Stanley Gordon and Ella Mary 

Gordon (nee Smith). We will never 

know what was in the letters that 

Thomas received from Ella that 

Thomas writes about in the military 

file when he was making enquiries 

about divorce. However, it wasn’t 

until 1919 that Ella filed for divorce 

and, as is usual for the era, someone 

must be found at fault.   

Trove was searched for articles 

during the timeframe of Thomas’ 

second marriage to Vera. The 

following articles were located: 

The Register, 29 May 1923.15 From 

the article below and the one over 

the page, we can ascertain that when 

Thomas  returned from WWI, he 

went back to a position at the 

Railways. 

 
14 National Library of Australia, TROVE, A Husband’s Misconduct, The Advertiser, 3 July 1919, p.5. 
15 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Railways Officers Conference, The Register, 29 May 1923, p.8. 

 

Figure 13: Article reporting the divorce of Thomas Stanley Gordon and 
Ella Mary Gordon (nee Smith).  (Source: Trove – The Advertiser, 3 July 
1919, p.5). 

 

 

Figure 14: Article reporting that T.S. Gordon 
was Minute Secretary at the Railway 
Officers’ Conference. (Source: Trove – The 
Register, 29 May 1923, p.8). 
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News (Adelaide), 16 September 1925.16 The Registrar, 5 November 1925.17 This is the last article 

located before the divorce in 1929. 

 

 

Following his divorce, Thomas married Kathleen 

Murphy. 

Trove was searched for articles during the 

timeframe of their marriage. Result: no articles 

located. 

Genealogy SA was searched for a transcribed death 

registration for Kathleen Gordon (nee Murphy) – a 

record shows she died just 3 years after her 

marriage to Thomas Stanley Gordon, on 28 

October 1935.18 

Trove was searched for articles about Thomas 

following Kathleen’s death. One article was located 

in the News (Adelaide), 6 November 1952.19 

(Article on right). The article reported that Thomas 

retired from the SA Railways following 38 years of 

service. 

 
16 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Laxton Orphans, News (Adelaide), 16 September 1925, p.7. 
17 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Dance & Bridge Party, The Registrar, 5 November 1925, p.3. 
18 Genealogy WA, Death Registrations Database, Kathleen Florence Murphy, date of death, 28 October 1935, 
Book/Page 574/4321. 
19 National Library of Australia, TROVE, Railway Man Leaves Service, News (Adelaide), 6 November 1952, p.13. 

 

Figure 16: Article about a Charity event that 
Thomas Stanley Gordon organised. (Source: 
Trove - News (Adelaide), 16 September 1925, p.7. 

 

 

Figure 15: Article reporting on a social outing that 
Thomas Gordon and Vera Gordon (nee Howlett) 
attended.  (Source: Trove - The Registrar, 5 November 
1925, p.3) 

 

 

Figure 17: Article reports Thomas Stanley 
Gordon leaves the SA Railways after 38 years 
of service due to ill health.  (Source: Trove: 
News (Adelaide), 6 November 1952, p13) 
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The General Registers Office UK (GRO UK) was searched for a birth record of Thomas Stanley Gordon 

about 1888/89 in Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland, England as this was the information given 

by Thomas on his WWI enlistment form. A record was located for Thomas Gordon (no middle name 

listed) born on 26 October 1887.20 His parents were recorded as John Gordon and Helen Chalmes 

/Chalmbers. This was the only record for a ‘Thomas Gordon’ in the Newcastle Upon Tyne registration 

district between 1886 and 1890. 

 

This is not likely to be the ‘Thomas Gordon’ who is the object of our search, for the following 

reasons: 

• The father’s name, ‘John Gordon’, recorded on this registration does not match 

other records. Thomas listed his father as ‘Thomas Stanley Gordon’, ‘Edwin Gordon’ 

and ‘Edwin Victor Gordon’ on his respective marriages.   

• The mother’s name of ‘Helen Chalmes /Chalmbers’ recorded on this registration 

does not match the mother’s name, ‘Jennie Gandy’ given by Thomas Stanley Gordon 

on his pay allotment form in the military file.   

• This birth was in October 1887, whereas all other records have indicated 1888/89. 

Ages can vary; however, he was literate (he passed the SA Railways Clerical 

Examination) so he would know his age. It is consistent in other records. 

• There is no middle name listed on this record. 

Each of these differences can occur individually, errors in records do happen. However, when viewed 

together, there are enough inconsistences to cause concern that this birth registration record may 

not be for the Thomas Stanley Gordon that is being researched even though it is the only registration 

record on the GRO UK for a “Thomas Gordon” at Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland, England. 

  

 
20 GRO UK, Birth Index record of Thomas Gordon, 26 October 1887, Newcastle Upon Tyne, Vol 10B, p.57. 

 

Figure 18: Birth Registration record of Thomas Gordon at Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland, England, born 26 
October 1887.  (Source:  © Crown copyright, GRO UK). 
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ANALYSIS TO WORK OUT THE CORRECT PARENTS FOR THOMAS STANLEY GORDON  

Thomas Stanley Gordon was in Australia by 1914 when he passed his railway exams. Was the 

Thomas Gordon on the UK birth registration in 1887 still in England after 1914?  

The England and Wales census documents were searched; the following records were located: 

The 1911 England and Wales census  in Elswick, Northumberland, records Thomas Gordon from the 

1887 birth registration with parents John and Ellen (the names listed on the birth registration 

located earlier) and he is listed as a plumber.21  

 

The 1921 England and Wales census recorded Thomas Gordon with his wife and children and he was 

again listed as a plumber.22 The Thomas Stanley Gordon being researched was in Western Australia 

by 1914. 

 
21 Ancestry.com, 1911 England Census. Original data from The National Archives of the UK, Kew, Surrey, 
England, Census Returns of England and Wales, 1911, Thomas Gordon, residence Elswick, Northumberland, 
England. 
22 Ancestry.com, 1921 England Census. Original data from The National Archives of the UK, Kew, Surrey, 
England, Census Returns of England and Wales, 1921, Thomas Gordon, residence Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
Northumberland, England. 

Figure 19: Thomas Gordon, born about 1887 with parents John and Ellen on the 1911 England and Wales census. 
(Source: Ancestry.com, 1911 England Census, see footnotes). 

 

 

Figure 20: Thomas Gordon, born about 1887, still listed as a plumber on the 1921 England and Wales census. (Source: 
Ancestry.com, 1921 England Census, see footnotes) 
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The 1939 England & Wales Register located Thomas Gordon still in England in 1939, listed as a 

plumber with a date of birth of 26 October 1887.23 This matches the birth record with parents John 

and Ellen. 

The census documents above provide evidence that the ‘Thomas Gordon’ born in 1887 at Newcastle 

Upon Tyne to parents John and Ellen, was still in England at least until 1939 and therefore cannot be 

the Thomas Stanley Gordon who was in Australia by 1914. 

The Thomas Stanley Gordon who was in Australia by 1914 listed his father as Thomas Stanley 

Gordon, Edwin Gordon and Edwin Victor Gordon on his marriage records. On his military record, he 

lists his mother as Jeannie Gandy with an address is Liverpool. 

Ancestry.com was searched for 

census documents and voting 

registration documents for 

Jeannie Gandy, thinking that she 

may have remarried, hence the 

surname Gandy. The following 

records were located: 

The 1921 Liverpool Register of 

Voters records Jeannie Gandy 

and Edwin Victor Gandy.24  They 

were living at 1 Norwich Road, 

Wavertree, Liverpool, England.  

Edwin and Edwin Victor were 

the names Thomas Stanley 

Gordon used on his 2nd and 3rd 

marriage records. This does not 

explain the surname Gandy: 

perhaps Edwin was his 

stepfather?  

 
23 Ancestry.com, 1939, England and Wales Register. Original data from The National Archives of the UK, Kew, 
Surrey, England, 1939 England and Wales Register, 1939, Thomas Gordon, residence Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
Northumberland, England. 
24 Ancestry.com, Liverpool Record Office; Liverpool, England; Liverpool Electoral registers, Burgess rolls and 
Voters Lists; Reference: Hq324.241LIV 

 

 

Figure 21: Thomas Gordon, recorded with the birthdate of 26 October 1887 on the 1939 England and Wales Register. 
(Source: Ancestry.com, 1939 England and Wales Register, see footnotes). 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 22: Liverpool Electoral Registers 1921  (Source: Liverpool Record 
Office) 
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The 1891 England Census records Jeannie Gandy with husband Edwin and children, Ana, Edwin 

Victor and Thomas Sherwood.25 Their residence was recorded as Coxlodge, Northumberland.  

Thomas Sherwood Gandy was listed as 2-years-old and born in Gosforth, Northumberland; his birth 

year would be about 1889 (same year as Thomas Stanley Gordon. Gosforth is a suburb of Newcastle 

Upon Tyne. Could this be the same person?) Thomas Stanley Gordon’s military records stated that 

he was born in Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland. Section of census below:  

The 1901 England Census also records Edwin and Jennie Gandy.26 This time the residence was St 

Helen, Lancashire.  This document stated the birthplace of Thomas S. Gandy was Scotland. It may be 

an error as it been copied (ditto) from Jennie’s birthplace above. 

 

The 1911 England Census was searched. Result: no records found.  This does not mean they weren’t 

in England, simply that the record could not be located. 

 
25 Ancestry.com, 1891 England Census.  Original data from The National Archives of the UK, Kew, Surrey, 
England, Census Returns of England and Wales, 1891, Jennie Gandy, residence Coxlodge, Northumberland, 
England 
26 Ancestry.com, 1901 England Census. The National Archives of the UK, Kew, Surrey, England, Census Returns 
of England and Wales, 1801, Jennie Gandy, residence St Helen, Lancashire, England 

 

Figure 23: Edwin and Jennie Gandy, with their children, one being “Thomas Sherwood Gandy”.  (Source: Ancestry.com, 
1891 England Census, see footnotes) 

 

 

Figure 24: Edwin and Jennie Gandy, with children, one being ‘Thomas S Gandy’. (Source: Ancestry.com, 1901 England 
Census, see footnotes) 
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The 1921 England Census has Jennie and four of her adult children living at Wavertree, Lancashire, 

England.27  Her husband, Edwin, and the rest of her children, including Thomas, were not recorded 

as living at the same address. Excerpt below. IF Thomas Gandy is Thomas Gordon, then he was in 

Australia by 1914 as he had married and then enlisted. 

 

The 1921 England Census was searched for Thomas Sherwood Gordon the UK in 1921. Result – no 

records found. This doesn’t mean he wasn’t in the UK, just that a record wasn’t located; however, if 

he is Thomas Stanley Gordon, then it would account for a record not being located as he was already 

in Australia. 

The GRO UK was searched for deaths of Edwin Gandy as he was not on the 1921 England census – a 

index record was located which records his date of death as March Quarter 1917 in Liverpool.28 This 

could account for Thomas Stanley Gordon listing his mother, Jeannie Gandy, as a dependant on his 

military record: his father had died and his mother therefore could be considered a dependant and 

therefore receive an allotment. It also means the Edwin Victor Gandy on the 1921 electoral roll is 

Jennie’s son, rather than her husband. 

The GRO UK was searched for the birth of Thomas Sherwood Gandy, listed on the census records 

above. The birth registration record of Thomas Sherwood Gandy, born on 29 October 1888 at 

Gosforth, Northumberland, was purchased.29 The father was listed as Edwin Gandy and the mother 

as Jane Gandy formerly Hay. (The names Jane and Jean were often mistaken for each other due to 

accents). 

 
27 Ancestry.com, 1921 England Census.  Original data from The National Archives of the UK (TNA), Kew, Surrey, 
England, Census Returns of England and Wales, 1921, Jennie Gandy, residence Wavertree, Lancashire, England.   
28 General Register Office, UK, death index records, Edwin Gandy, Prescot, Lancashire, date of death - March 
Qtr 1917, Vol 8b, p.1079. 
29 GRO UK, Birth Registration of Thomas Sherwood Gandy, 29 October 1888, Castle Ward, Vol 10B, p.280. 

 

Figure 25: Jennie Gandy and some of her adult children on the 1921 England Census.  (Source: Ancestry.com, 1921 
England Census, see footnotes) 
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The State Records Office of South Australia was searched for Passenger Lists for Thomas Gandy and 

Thomas Gordon.30 Result: There were no records for Thomas Gandy, there were two for Thomas 

Gordon, however both stated they were travelling through to Sydney.   

• A death record of Thomas Stanley Gordon’s son, Geoffrey Gordon, was searched for in South 

Australia (the only reference we had of him to date was on his father’s plaque). An index 

record was located on ‘Find a Grave’ for a Geoffrey Sherwood Gordon on 9 September 2023 

at Centennial Park Cemetery.31 The middle name of Sherwood was of particular interest 

given that was Thomas Sherwood Gandy’s middle name. As well, Geoffrey was recorded at 

the same cemetery as Thomas Stanley Gordon. Given the vital records from birth, death and 

marriages are within the restricted period for privacy, I was unable to check parents’ names 

this way. With permission from client [name redacted] contacted the [name redacted – the 

owner of a private family tree on Ancestry.com] who had a Geoffrey Sherwood Gordon in 

her tree. The owner of the tree advised that Geoffrey Sherwood Gordon’s parents were 

Thomas Stanley Gordon and Kathleen Murphy! 

The GRO UK was searched for Edwin Gandy’s birth registration. Surnames are sometimes used as 

middle names, particularly a mother’s surname or grandmother’s surname. We already know that 

Thomas Sherwood Gordon’s mother’s name was Jennie Hay, as that was on the birth registration 

document. In order to check the grandmother’s maiden name, a search was made for a birth index 

record for Edwin Gandy on 15 July 1852, at Knottingley, Yorkshire (the birthplace listed on the 

census document). His mother’s surname was listed as Harriet Sherwood. 

 

Based on the information located, I think it is highly probable that Thomas Stanley Gordon and 

Thomas Sherwood Gandy are the same person for the following reasons: 

1) The Thomas Stanley Gordon born to parents John and Helen/Ellen in Newcastle Upon Tyne 

in December Quarter 1887 was listed as a plumber on the 1911 England Census when still 

living with his parents. He then appears to have married and was on the 1921 England 

Census as a plumber still living in England. He was recorded on the 1939 England Register 

with a birth date, 26 October 1887. This matches the birth registration of the Thomas 

 
30 State Records Office of South Australia, Indexes to Passenger Lists 1845-1940 - 
https://www.archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/migration-and-crew/immigration-
passenger-lists  
31 Find A Grave, Geoffrey Sherwood Gordon, Centennial Park Cemetery, date of death 9 September 2023 - 
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/60528/records/243413419?tid=&pid=&queryId=c646451e-
4027-4c60-adbb-9e0c58a1aad6&_phsrc=IpI119&_phstart=successSource  

 

Figure 26: Birth Registration of Edwin Gandy, born 15 July 1852, at Knottingley, Yorkshire.  (Source: © Crown Copyright, 
GRO UK). 

 

https://www.archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/migration-and-crew/immigration-passenger-lists
https://www.archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/migration-and-crew/immigration-passenger-lists
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/60528/records/243413419?tid=&pid=&queryId=c646451e-4027-4c60-adbb-9e0c58a1aad6&_phsrc=IpI119&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com.au/search/collections/60528/records/243413419?tid=&pid=&queryId=c646451e-4027-4c60-adbb-9e0c58a1aad6&_phsrc=IpI119&_phstart=successSource
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Gordon born at Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland. This proves that this Thomas was 

still living his life in England and could not be the one in Australia. 

2) In the WWI Australian military record of Thomas Stanley Gordon of South Australia, Thomas 

recorded his mother as Jeannie Gandy, living in Liverpool, England.  

3) The marriages of Thomas Stanley Gordon in South Australia, list his father as follows: 

a. Marriage to Ella May Smith – Thomas’ father is listed as Thomas Stanley Gordon 

b. Marriage to Vera Howlett – Thomas’ father listed as Edwin Gordon 

c. Marriage to Kathleen Murphy – Thomas’ father is listed as Edwin Victor Gordon. 

4) Jeannie Gandy, who was listed as mother on Thomas’ military record, was located on an 

electoral roll with an Edwin Victor Gandy in Liverpool, England in 1921. The names ‘Edwin’ 

and ‘Edwin Victor’ had been listed on Thomas’ marriage record, however, with ‘Gordon’ as 

the surname rather than ‘Gandy’. (Edwin Victor turned out to be Jennie’s son rather than 

husband). 

5) The 1891 and 1901 census show Edwin Gandy and Jeannie Gandy with their children; one of 

the children was listed as ‘Thomas S’ on one census and ‘Thomas Sherwood’ on another. The 

age of Thomas on both census documents means he was born about 1888/9, which is 

consistent with Australian records for Thomas Stanley Gordon.  

6) One of the census documents shows Thomas S. Gandy being born in Gosforth, 

Northumberland. Gosforth is a suburb of Newcastle Upon Tyne. Thomas Stanley Gordon 

recorded Newcastle Upon Tyne as his place of birth on his military record. 

7) The birth record of Thomas Sherwood Gandy has his date of birth as 29 October 1888. 

Thomas Stanley Gordon’s age given on his marriage records and Australian military file all 

give an approximate birth year of 1888/9. 

8) No records for Thomas Sherwood Gandy have been located in England after the 1901 

England Census. These include primary records such as births, deaths and marriages, 

secondary records such as census documents where another party has given his details. 

Further, third party records such as other people’s family trees, also do not have any other 

records listed i.e.: they do not show what happened to him after 1901, death dates are 

always blank.   

9) The initials of both names are TSG i.e.: Thomas Sherwood Gandy and Thomas Stanley 

Gordon. Psychologist Jozef Nuttin, discovered the name letter effect in 1985, in summary, he 

states that there is a ‘tendency of people to prefer the letters in their name over other 

letters in the alphabet.’32 

10) Thomas Stanley Gordon named his son Geoffrey Sherwood Gordon. Sherwood is an unusual 

name, unless it meant something to family. Sherwood was originally the middle name of 

Thomas Sherwood Gandy, and later Thomas Stanley Gordon gave his son Geoffrey the 

middle name ‘Sherwood’. Further, it was discovered Edwin Gandy’s mother’s maiden name 

was Sherwood; she was Thomas Sherwood Gandy’s grandmother. 

Therefore, I conclude that I have proved that the Thomas Gordon born to John and Ellen Gordon 

in 1887 at Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland is NOT the Thomas Stanley Gordon in South 

Australia as he is still in England well after Thomas Stanley Gordon was in Australia. I also 

conclude that there appears highly probable that Thomas Stanley Gordon is Thomas Sherwood 

 
32 Wikepedia.org, Name-letter effect - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Name-letter_effect  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Name-letter_effect
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Gandy, especially, given that he listed his mother as Jeannie Gandy on his military record, and 

the Sherwood name has been passed down. Other records listed above also support this theory. 

Thomas Sherwood Gandy appears to have changed his name to Thomas Stanley Gordon by the 

time he came to Australia.  I have found no reasons why he changed his name. 

If you require further proof, it would be necessary to take an Ancestry DNA test, though it would still 

depend on who else has tested. However, based on the paper documents this would appear to 

provide the evidence required to continue. 

 

SUMMARY 

The birth record of Thomas Stanley Gordon was located as requested but under the name of Thomas 

Sherwood Gandy. It appears he had changed his name by the time he arrived in Australia. His parents 

were Edwin Gandy and Jane/Jennie Hay. Further information about his life was obtained as 

requested, this shows he worked long term for SA Railways, was married three times, to Ella Mary 

Smith, Vera Howell and Kathleen Murphy. He had two children, Betty and Geoffrey.  Thomas’ 

grandparents were William Gandy and Harriet Sherwood. Harriet’s maiden name, Sherwood, was 

given to Thomas when he was born, and Thomas also passed this name down as a middle name to 

his son. 

Attached is a family history chart for the Gordon/Gandy family (produced using Family Tree Maker 

software).   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

If you have any doubts about Thomas Sherwood Gandy being Thomas Stanley Gordon, then I would 

suggest completing an Ancestry.com DNA test.  The matches should ascertain if there are links to 

others related to the Gandy family, though I do need to point out, that results will depend upon who 

else has tested. 

The Gandy line has not come to an end from a research perspective. If you do not have any doubts 

about the Gandy line and wish to research the Gandy family further, then I would suggest the birth 

and marriage records of Edwin Gandy be purchased to obtain additional information. Further checks 

could also be completed to see if there were any other children of Edwin Gandy and Jennie Hay, and 

William Gandy and Harriet Sherwood, other than those listed on the census documents. 
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